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Smart & simple ways to enrich your home living.

— It’s About Time! —

Fill the Gaps to Save Energy

Caulking is an awesome thing to

do, assuming you like to stay warm
in winter. That toasty air flowing from
your heater or furnace has a better
chance of keeping you comfortable
if you keep it indoors.
Your heating and
cooling take up
about half of the
total energy costs
in your home – and
with proper sealing
and insulation, you
can save up to
about 20 percent of
those heating and
cooling costs.
Air leaks aren’t hard to find. As a
matter of fact, they feel like “leaking
air.” You can find leaks by moving
your hand around the frames of
windows and doors. If you feel air
coming through, there’s an opening
ready for sealing.
Gaps can occur where different
materials meet – such as between
brick and wood siding or between
the foundation and walls. Potential

trouble spots include: mail chutes,
electrical and gas service entrances,
cable and phone lines, outdoor
water faucets and vents/fans.
Caulking is used to fill many gaps;
weather stripping is for the movable
joints of your doors and windows.
Sealing your heating
and cooling ducts
can also improve
the efficiency of your
heating and cooling
system by as much
as 20 percent. The
performance of your
system, however,
is perhaps the
most significant factor affecting
energy use.
If your system is more than 10 years
old or isn’t keeping you comfortable,
have it evaluated. If it’s time for a
replacement, consider replacing
your system with a unit that has
a higher efficiency rating. These
systems reduce energy spending
and increase comfort. We can help
you find the system that’s right for
you. Call us for details.

Visit www.kellammechanical.com for more great ideas to keep your home running smoothly.
And if you need any help, give us a call.

My Word
by Scott Kellam
Hello
Friends,
We had a
busy summer keeping
people comfortable, and
I’m glad. I’m fortunate in
that I love what I do.
I recently heard about
a study of social media
comments related to how
people feel about their
jobs. The results showed
that a large majority (at
least those posting publicly!) say they love their job.
Well, that’s my category,
too, because of people
like you.

…continued on page 4

Your Quick Call Comfort Hotline:

757-430-0358
www.kellammechanical.com
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— STYLE POINTS —

Make it a
Fall-way
Hallway
— THE GOOD LIFE —

“Clean” Energy?
How Dirt Removal
Saves Money

Dirt is a pretty big energy

zapper. It clogs up appliances,
causes everything to work harder
and creates problems in lots of
places, most especially:
Your Home Comfort System –
Regularly cleaning or replacing
air filters in your HVAC can save
5 to 15 percent in system energy
use. You can do this on your own
monthly for more comfortable,
efficient operation. Then, just
before the peak season, it’s time
for a full professional cleaning
and inspection of your heater
or furnace.
During those dormant months,
dust and dirt have had a chance
to collect in your heating system.
As dirt builds up, it obstructs

CRAWL SPACE
MOISTURE
SOLUTION

So that’s one way you save:
a clean system uses less
energy than one that hasn’t
been properly maintained. But
there’s another plus too. A
tuned system is less likely to
break down on a cold winter
night. Most breakdowns, in fact,
can be traced back to a lack
of maintenance.
Heating and cooling is already
using up about half of your home
energy use. Don’t let it use more
by doubling down on energy
and repair costs. Call us to get
your furnace or heater tuned for
winter. The inspection will also let
you know if a dangerous carbon
monoxide leak is creating serious
health risks for your family.

A

s nature starts shedding
the lush green of summer
for a different color scheme,
your home can make its own
seasonal transition. These
festive decorating ideas will
help you create a Fall-fresh
look, providing a colorful
welcome for anyone entering
your abode.

Découpage – There’s
a new way to decorate
that curvaceous gourd.
Découpage your pumpkin
by using leaves straight

— T HE PRODUCT NI TPICK —

Excessive moisture in your crawl
space causes wood rot and can leak
unhealthy musty air into your living
and breathing space. To control
the humidity and circulate quality
air ventilation, ATMOX is your solution. Call Kellam Mechanical at
757-430-0358 to schedule your free
consult. 10% off installation. Not to
be combined with other offers.
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performance – decreasing and
delaying comfort. The longer it
takes for the system to heat up,
the more energy you use. And of
course, that means more of your
energy dollars down the drain.
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Stain Away!
Homes are made to be lived in,
which means spills are inevitable.
Instead of worrying about how to
avoid brightly colored spots in your
carpet’s near future, be prepared
with a four-step action plan. It’s
simple, but should prevent most
permanent damage:

1. Take a dry towel and place it
over the spill – let it soak up as
much liquid as possible.
2. Pour water or club soda over
the stain and let it sit.
3. Step on the towel to absorb
the liquid.
4. Repeat until the stain has finally
been removed.

from your backyard with
Mod Podge or other craft
adhesive. Your pumpkin’s
new look will be the talk of
the patch.
Jack-Be-Little Pumpkin –
Try carving out the top of a
jack-be-little pumpkin and
using a votive candle inside.
Having about 4 or 5 of these
is great for a centerpiece at
the dinner table.
Fall Foliage Arrangement –
An arrangement of autumn
leaves for guests to see
right as they walk in the front
door gives off the perfect
first impression. The key to
a beautiful arrangement is
organizing by color. Start with
the center and use bright
red maples. Surround the
maples with dawn redwoods,
and then heavily load the
outsides with gray-green
fruit. You’ll have a perfect
combination of reds, oranges
and greens, creating an eyecatching presentation.
Pomanders – Stud oranges
or other citrus fruits with dried
whole cloves. Tie ribbon
around a couple, stick them
in a bowl and voila! You have
a fragrant display.

— IT ’S ABOUT TIME! —

Drastic Changes to
Water Heater Standards… Be Prepared!

Water heaters use about 30% of

your energy budget. The EPA has
mandated manufacturers to comply
with higher efficient equipment standards, leading to larger manufactured
equipment.
Since the dimensions have increased,
to damaging leaks, so keep in mind
homeowner’s have experienced chalthat although drain pans are effective
lenges with their
for slow leaks,
existing space being
they don’t hold 50
WATER HEATER
too restrictive to algallons of water.
low new units to be
SPECIAL!
Emergency shut
set properly. Existing
Your water heater should be up there
off valves are a
exhaust and water
on the top of your favorite appliance
great solution. If
pipes most likely will
list, so treat is nicely. Avoid aging
your water heater
equipment risking property damage
NOT match up and
is older than 10
due to leaks.
attic or closet acyears, call Kel$25 off shut off valve OR
cesses may be too
lam Mechanical
$150 off water heater replacement.
small for new units,
to schedule your
so modifications may
free proactive rebe necessary for
757-430-0358
placement
quote
some applications.
www. kellammechanical.com
including existing
Not to be combined with other offers.
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space solutions.
Aging units can lead

— THE GOOD LIFE —

“Fall” in Love with
Your Family
The air is crisp, the leaves are

changing and nature is calling you
to carve out some
family time. What
better way to
enjoy the season
than to visit a fall
festival with your
kids? You’ll find
food, art fairs,
live music and
more! If there’s
not one in your town, look for festival
fun nearby.
With the little ones, go apple
picking or on a hayride. You just
can’t beat spending a pleasant

afternoon in just-the-right weather
with the people you love. It’s fun
for everyone!
If your kids like art or music,
especially look for a craft fair
and/or a music festival. You’ll
be entertained while also
getting inspiration for your own
art creations.
If you’re hungry for some tasty fall
foods, get on the trail of tempting
treats. Festivals quite often feature
caramel apples, pumpkin pies,
corndogs, apple cider and much
more. Better get in line now!
Whatever fall adventure you choose,
you’ll be making memories that will
last long after the fun and food.
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My Word
We enjoy being of service to customers – improving comfort and
indoor air quality, showing how to
save energy dollars and repairing
inconvenient breakdowns.
One of our favorite ways to
serve is to help you avoid future
trouble. We do that through our
annual tune-ups that help your
system maintain reliable operation and peak efficiency. Call us

…continued from page 1
to schedule a tune-up on your
system. Feel free to use the savings in this newsletter or pass
them along to friends and remember to Tell ‘em Kellam!
Sincerely,

Scott Kellam

—

QUICK TIPS

—

Want to give your kid a sliced

apple, but don’t want it to brown
before they get to eat it? Use
this smart little rubber band trick:
You can stop cut apples from
browning in your child’s lunch box
by securing it with a rubber band.
The apple stays sealed and fresh,
ready for eating.

2536 Horse Pasture Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23453

757-430-0358

Smart & simple ways to enrich your home living. LIC#: 39134A

PRE SEASON GAS SAFETY INSPECTION
So…you love your gas appliances? But, you’ve got to be
careful. If not properly maintained, carbon monoxide leaks can
be a silent killer. No need to worry, here’s what you do: Call
Kellam Mechanical to schedule a NATE certified technician to
perform a thorough gas safety inspection of all of your gas
appliance piping to ensure a safe and warm winter season for
your home...
*Furnace *Boiler *Water heater *Stove *Fireplace *Dryer
Gas Safety Inspection…ONLY $69 Safe Family…Priceless!
AND…take $25 off carbon monoxide detector
Call Kellam Mechanical at 757-430-0358
www.kellammechnanical.com
Know someone who needs a gas safety inspection?
*Limited to the first 45 callers and offer ends 10/31/15
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Fast Fix

Need to repair a broken glass surface?

Try using epoxy and a caulking gun for an
easy fix. First, you will need to thoroughly
clean your glass. Then, simply fill the
crack using the resin-filled gun to reach
the very bottom. Let your glass dry for
about 24 to 48 hours, and your glass will
be looking sharp as ever!

